· Multipolar Power Systems and International Stability - Karl W. Deutsch and J David singer p.315 of International Politics and Froeign Policy, Revised Edition 1969, Edited by James N. Rossenau : A reader in Research and Theory
Summary Notes Highlights – to confirm and complete
	Background – Classical Balance of Power concepts – corollaries:
· The relationship between number of actors and the stability of system

· As the system moves away from bipolarity toward multipolarity, the frequency and intensity of wars should be expected to diminish.

· Diffusion-stability-relationship
	p.315

	I. System Stability = from systematic point of view defined as: 

· the probability that system retains all of its essential characteristics
· No single nations becomes dominant

· Most members continue to survive

· Large scale war does not occur
	

	Stability from limited individual states perspectives
· probability of continued political independence and territorial integrity

· without probability [90-99 %] of engagement in war of survival
· [stringent definition of  stability = low probability of engagement in even limited wars]
	

	Classical Mechanics and L.F. Richardson Definition of Stability:
· Any set of conditions under which state would return to its equilibrium state
· Instability = any state of affairs in which it would not return equilibrium – continue to change when reach some limit or breakdown point.
[Notes on comparing percentages of overall increase of growth = same for both and compare  % of per capita income compared to overall increase.
· Arms race proper defined as  - Rivals encouraging divert increasing proportions of national income to military preparations

 
	p.316

	Kaplan
Equilibrium and stability can be defined only in terms of particular vehicles, which must be chosen in advance.
	

	Independent variable – [number of actors] with dependent [stability of system] – emphasis on intervening variable “interaction opportunity”[ intervening variable].


	

	II  Accelerate rise of interaction Opportunities

· Increase actors increase dyads – [assuming  responsive to coalition membership and alliance partners have inhibition effect upon relations with non-alliance nations]
· Decrease  in possible dyadic relations = diminish opportunity for interaction with other actors = overall effect = destabilizing special case for pluralism model.
· negative feedback [self correcting] [self restraining] vs [self aggravating]

· Pluralism asserts that if amplifying strengthened and negative feedback weak line of cleavage = wide and deep. Some compatible interests across divisions –there will be self correcting within and between classes.
· cross –pressuring = individual has large number of politically relevant roles. Large number of opportunities – inhibit super reinforcement. Favor social stability and inhibit social cleavage. Differentiation and role specialization counteracted Marxism expectation of class warfare.
· Social scientists = as number of possible exchanges increases – “invisible hand” of pluralistic interests effective. alternative partners = stability,  tradeoff opportunities grow
· N(N-1) / 2 interaction opportunities – 
· Alliances = minimize a) range of issues conflict with alliance partner, B) the intensity of such conflicts c) increase range and intensity of conflict with non-alliance actors
	p.317

	III Accelerated Diminution in the Allocation of attention
Attention available for conflict - Interaction opportunity – increased to point where it impinges on the degree of attention any nation may allocate to all other nations or coalitions of nations
· most nations receive a moderate share of attention

· signal loses prominence as strength compared to surroundings diminishes.

· Stability of system may depend on  critical attention ratio i.e preponderance for countries to enter into escalating conflicts even if only a small part of their government’s attention is engaged
	

	IV Multipolar and bipolar models connected with Richardson’s model of arms races
· model sees conflict behavior of each of two parties growing at exponential rate.
· - reasonable to assume that a country will keep expanding arms in relation only to that part of rivals growth which appears likely to be deployed against itself.
· Arms race under multipolar tend to be slower compared to bipolar, increase in multipolar world might just call for quick adjustment of alliances.
	p.321

	V. Implications for Diffusion of Nuclear weapons

· Multipolar may slow down de-escalation for same reasons it slows down escalation

· Bipolar world system – two rivals , cautious and moderate might be safer than multipolar of several well armed – inclined to incompetence or recklessness
· Any successful attempt to slow down the spread of nuclear weapons would tend to increase the stability of international system

	p.323

	VI. Long Run Instability of Multipolar systems [Time scale as limiting factor]
· Some thought multipolar system could last a long time by opposing ambitions of top-ranking member

· Model provides for destruction of states – rulers misjudge balance of power or whose economies  and populations no longer yielded increasing increments in arms required by competition  

· - but does not provide for creation of new states. Will eventually lead to survival of a single power.
	p.323

	Considerations of Statistics
· probabilities – only in terms of central tendencies; rather than variance of possible outcomes and their distribution

· Short run – only moderate central tendencies of the distribution of outcomes of coalition-forming process

· Long run – BoP expected to produce eventually dramatic and catastrophic changes. [locally and at system level] –how long prevail – depend on frequency of international crises and shape of balanced and unbalanced coalitions – as outcomes of coalition forming process. 

· Both MP and BP systems – shown to be self destroying; but both in short and long run the instability of tight bipolar systems appears to be substantially greater.
· If spread of weapons  can be slowed down, multipolar system might give more time to seek “some more dependable bases of world order.
	p.324
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